


 CENTRAL RALEIGH CERT
NOTES from Thursday, March 23, 2017

Present: 

	Terri Becom
Kim Gazella
Ryan Massie
	Shirley Stanley 
Mark Turner
Dave Wiesner



Call to Order
Mark called the meeting to order at 7:08p at Trinity United Methodist Church, 824 N. Bloodworth St., Raleigh. Minutes from 1/19/17 were approved. 

RARSfest
RARSfest is being held on Sat. April 15 at the state fairgrounds. We are sharing space with the Cary CERT team. Ryan will be there in another capacity. Mark and Dave plan to attend and Shirley will attend if her work schedule allows. Mark will contact our Cary counterpart. Mark plans to have a banner made with our logo and our name.

March Basic Training
Our March 3, 4 & 5 training was cancelled because we didn’t have enough people sign up. We plan to do this another time. Kim wondered whether we’d have more success if we staggered the training by dividing it into two weekends (i.e., Fri night and all day Saturday, and then another Saturday a few weeks later). The group talked about lining up a training in the fall. Shirley suggested that we think about having a picnic or some other social event to draw people in.

Hugh says it’s not very motivating to not have more tasks or specific things to do; just meet. Dave says we come and have ideas and don’t take action steps; suggests that each person here have a role, like note taking, public education events, recruiting, connecting to fire/police, then we’d feel more productive. Hugh says we need to make a connection with our professional counterparts (fire and police); reestablish a relationship. Also says there are things we should think about preemptively (Rock N Roll Marathon, etc.), noting that we were helpful when Don organized the Halloween block watch. 

Ryan said Cary’s CERT does things like discussing Samaritan laws and touring a fire station, which can help to break barriers. Ryan also suggests seeking out individual training and bringing it back to the table; stay a step ahead. Hugh says it’s been important to have knowledge and awareness raised. 

Mark says our organization is about training – to get people in and train them. It’s part of our mission. The March training cancellation was disappointing. 

Shirley wonders if we can have a treasure hunt/questions at the picnic; scavenger hunt. Kim suggests putting info out with MCAC newsletter.

Presentation: Emergency Radio Use
Ryan handed out some information about amateur radio license, HAM radio operator training and emergency communications.  He said that in a disaster, it’s likely that cell phone towers will be damaged and power will be out. The group talked about getting a repeater radio. Ryan said amateur radio is a licensed service, and it’s not hard. We can get amateur radio for about $30 and then get amateur radio license. Mark says it is valuable for responding and coordinating needs during emergency or other events.

Ryan showed us some of his radios and equipment: base camp radio AM/FM with microphone, antenna, weather radio, go-kit. 

Mark says we don’t need to invest in fancy radios since we’ll be more in the neighborhoods and not too spread out, so a two-way basic radio would work. Suggests if you get a radio, get those that have rechargeable batteries but also take regular batteries so that you don’t have to wait for it to recharge. 


New business:
* WakeMed exercise: Mark reported that two weeks ago, a tabletop exercise was held to test area hospitals for disaster (the scenario was a hurricane at the coast, and the exercise was to move patients from the coast to here). 
* Cisco CERT exercise, May 3, 2017, 7200-10 Kit Creek Road, Morrisville. We can participate in this. Mark will send link to sign up.
* Triangle CERTEX, Sat July 15, North Hills courtyard. Volunteers welcome at that. Connect with Samantha.

Shirley: Rock n Roll Marathon is still looking for volunteers, Sunday April 2. 

She asked about  our offering the community an AED program; $10 fee would cover AED and CPR. Takes about 6-8 hours, has a written certification test. A possibility is the first Saturday in October (Oct 7).

Mark thinks if we do CERT training again, we should do it closer to September. The group is looking at Sept 9 and maybe Sept 16.

Shirley talks about doing some kind of scavenger hunt with the kids.

Mark also suggested it would be interesting to watch a live wire demo with the Duke Energy crew in Cary on Thurs May 11 at 7p. They will have a trailer in a church parking lot and connect to high voltage electricity to demonstrate precautions needed while near it. 

THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:53PM.


Next Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]Central Raleigh CERT will next meet on May 18, 2017 at 7p at Trinity United Methodist Church. 
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