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· Hold your mail and newspapers - Put in a hold mail order at the USPS and paper carrier, particularly if you will be traveling for more than a few days.
· Make sure your pets, lawn and plants are taken care of - An unkempt yard or lots of dead plants on the porch can signal somebody is on an extended trip.
· Let your neighbors know - Tell you trusted neighbors you will be traveling so they can check up on your house, collect mail, feed pets and water plants. Help a neighbor and they'll help you in return!
· Empty your refrigerator - You don't want a nasty surprise when you get home.
· Unplug small appliances, turn off printers, and other electronic devices - There's no sense in spending money to power equipment while you're not home. It's bad for the environment and your pocket book.
· Turn up your thermostat - Don't pay to cool an empty house.
· Check your windows, doors and garage - It sounds simple, but you'll be surprised what you find if you take the time for one last check.
· Never leave keys under doormats, flowerpots, mailboxes or other "secret" hiding places.
· Keep a detailed inventory of your valuable possessions, including a description of the items, date of purchase and original value, and serial numbers, and keep a copy in a safe place away from home.
· Trim trees and shrubs so that they cannot be used as hiding places for intruders.
· Be a good neighbor. If you notice anything suspicious in your neighborhood, call 9­1­1 immediately.
· Have adequate exterior lighting. A motion-sensitive light is recommended for backyards.
· Sliding glass doors are vulnerable. Special locks are available for better security.
· Pushbutton locks on doorknobs are easy for burglars to open. Install deadbolt locks on all your outside doors.
· Leave lights on when you go out. If you are going to be away for a length of time, connect some lamps to automatic timers to turn them on in the evening and off during the day.
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