$366,000.00 or $2,100.00
March 18, 2014

To:  
Raleigh City Council Members

From:  Merlin Thompson, 1417 Westchester Road in East Raleigh

Subject:  Milburnie Road Traffic Calming Proposal

I became aware of the proposed plan for Milburnie Road recently and attended the Council meeting on March 4, 2014 in which the plan was presented to the Council.  I presented some comments concerning the plan and now wish to expand my thoughts with new information that I feel you should consider in future reviews.  I will list my information and plan first and then comment in more detail of the proposed plan.
My recommendations (after discussions with some street residents):

· The final goal is to have a street that continues to be safe for vehicle travel, on street parking, pedestrians, and bikers (extend bike lanes as exist at each end of Milburnie Road and retain all on street parking).
· The residents’ main concern is speeding vehicles faster than the 35 mph speed limit.

· The street distance being addressed is approx. 0.9 miles in length.
· The initial step is to install 2 additional stop signs at Milburnie Road and Culpepper Lane intersection, along Milburnie Road.

· Also install 2 additional stop signs at Milburnie Road and Catham Lane intersection, along Milburnie Road.
· Add appropriate street stripping to show stop locations.

· Add 35mph speed signs for Milburnie Road east bound traffic at intersections with N. King Charles Road, Culpepper Lane and Catham Lane.
· Add 35 mph speed signs for Milburnie Road west bound traffic at intersections with Pear Tree Lane, Catham Lane and Culpepper Lane.

· For additional considerations, stop ahead signs can be added at the intersections of Milburnie Road with Culpepper Lane and Catham Lane.

I requested cost information from Transportation Planning for a sign installation and was advised each sign would cost $150.00 installed.  Therefore:
· install (4) stop signs, cost $600.00 (minimum plan cost).

· install (4) stop ahead signs, cost $600.00 (if desired).

· install (6) 35 mph speed signs, cost $900.00 (to inform drivers that street speed limit is
35 mph and not 45 mph)
Minimum cost approx. $600.00 (stop signs only)
Medium cost approx. $1,200.00 (stop signs and stop ahead signs)
Maximum cost approx. $2,100.00 (stop signs, stop ahead signs and mph signs)
Adding the signs will divide the 0.9 distance into 3 sections and limit the distance to possibly exceed the regulation speed limit.  Milburnie Road is a collector street and experiences a lot of vehicle traffic.  In view of residents concerns and experiences, the above considerations should be implemented immediately regardless of the final decision on the City proposed plan or revised plan.
The City’s proposed plan is not a safe plan for vehicle traffic and imposes restrictions on the residents that they do not desire and should not have to endure.  
· Vehicle lateral movements are numerous and in some locations must be made in short distances.
· The curb extensions conflict with water hydrant locations, normal vehicle turning actions from Milburnie Road to adjoining streets, limits vision pathways for drivers, pedestrians and bikers.
· The concrete dividers in the street are hazards to vehicle travel on a 2 lane road and pedestrians due to vision restrictions associated with shrubs and low trees.  The dividers present additional concerns during nighttime travel.  If a vehicle strikes a divider, the vehicle is subject to veer out of control and result in an accident.  Please leave the roadway open for vehicle travel.
· Emergency vehicles will experience some limitations maneuvering through the lateral areas at speeds at/above 35mph.

· The dividers shown for bike lanes appear to be designed for areas that have commercial development (like downtown streets that desire bike lanes, see Planning’s sketch) and not for residential streets.  The proposed dividers will impact turning vehicles onto/off Milburnie Road to/from adjoining streets.  Stripped bike lanes offer the same degree of protection on this street.
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Sincerely submitted, not for criticism purposes, but to provide the most economical and a safe plan to satisfy residents’ concerns.

Merlin Thompson  1417 Westchester Road  Raleigh, NC  27610
